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METHODE’S DUEL SYSTEMS OFFERS A COMPLETE PRODUCT LINE

OF EXPRESSCARD( PACKAGING AND INTERCONNECT SOLUTIONS

SAN JOSE, CA – Duel Systems, a subsidiary of Methode Electronics, Inc., offers a complete family of ExpressCard solutions – including a range of card enclosures and connectors. Duel was involved in the initial stages of ExpressCard design and has been offering its packaging solutions since the format was first introduced.     

The ExpressCard specification was developed as the next generation PC card by the PCMCIA Standards Organization. The card is a smaller and faster alternative to the PCMCIA card, and it has become the new standard for portable devices, laptops, desktop computers, and a variety of other systems. 

Duel designs and manufactures ExpressCard enclosures and connectors in a wide range of standard and custom variations. The standard ExpressCard components are available in the following standard formats: 34mm metal/plastic sonic welded, 34mm all plastic sonic welded, 34mm metal/plastic snap together, and 54mm metal/plastic sonic welded. Custom versions of these, including extended back options, are available to meet customer applications that may include Wi Fi, WAN, GigEthernet, memory module, or specialty military, medical or industrial designs. 

The ExpressCard 34 is approximately half the size of a standard PCMCIA card and the ExpressCard 54 is approximately 2/3 the size of a standard PCMCIA card. Both cards are 5mm thick and each can be fitted with extended backs to allow for antennas, other connectors, or larger PCBs. Both ExpressCard sizes fit into standard host adapters with one common connector size. Duel’s standard ExpressCard connector is certified by PCMCIA.   

Duel Systems has integrated its patented Sonic Welding technology into the design of the ExpressCard packaging. The technology provides users with an easily assembled, robust, and highly reliable package.  Products are designed with a sonically welded housing and an integral 26-position beam on blade connector. Both frame kits and connectors conform to UL specifications and have PCMCIA ExpressCard SIG certification. In addition, Duel has designed ExpressCard frame kits with snap-together packaging that offers an alternative to manufacturers who do not use sonic welding technology. The ExpressCard, when assembled with the correct electronics, is hot pluggable with its host and supports both USB 2.0 and PCI Express interfaces. 
 
Standard ExpressCard packaging is available at $1.75 each in quantities of 5000 for the 34mm Model, and at $2.25 each in quantities of 5000 for the 54mm model. Standard connectors are $1.00 each in quantities of 5000. Contact Duel for pricing on higher volumes, custom designed ExpressCard solutions, or any additional card features.  

For more information on Duel Systems' ExpressCard frame kits, connectors, or any other PC Card products or services, including card packaging, connectors, sonic welding, or custom design, contact Duel Systems, 1750 Junction Ave, San Jose, CA, 95112, USA. Phone: 408-436-4931. Fax: 408-436-6063. Email: info@methode.com.  Website: www.duel-systems.com.       


Duel Systems is a leading manufacturer of ExpressCard, PC Card, Miniature Card, and CompactFlash packaging, with the widest range of PC Card packages in the electronics industry. The company is a pioneer in the use of sonic welding to assemble PC Cards and continues to hold the original patents on this key process. Duel Systems is located in San Jose, California and is a wholly owned subsidiary of Methode Electronics.


Methode Electronics, Inc. (NASDAQ: METH) is a global manufacturer of electronic component and subsystem devices. Methode designs, manufactures and markets devices employing electrical, electronic, wireless, sensing and optical technologies. Methode's components are found in the primary end markets of the automotive, communications (including information processing and storage, networking equipment, wireless and terrestrial voice/data systems), military, aerospace, rail and other transportation industries; and the consumer, safety, medical, and industrial equipment markets. Further information can be found at Methode's website www.methode.com. 
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